
Richer MetaData with Dwell
DSpace User Group 2007, Rome

Richard Rodgers - DLRG@MIT Libraries



http://www.dspace.org/technology/system-docs/image/architecture-600x450.gif

Architecture



Dspace

DSpace is disintegrating - but that’s a good 

thing!

Moving from an application to a platform means 

a smaller, more stable core

Advantages: scale, speed, stability, ease of 

integration



Metadata

Metadata intelligence and manipulation moves 

out into application periphery

Only administrative and managerial metadata 

‘cooked into’ the framework (UUIDs, etc)

No reason to be confined to DC

Richer metadata without re-architecture



SIMILE

Joint project of MIT Libraries, CSAIL (HP Labs, 

W3)

Bring semantic web technologies to bear on 

metadata mixing and interoperability

Tool chain for acquisition, management, and 

discovery, publication, and visualization of 

metadata



Longwell

Web application

Faceted browser

Backed by RDF triple-store

Configurable UI

Extensible styling



DWELL

Longwell profile optimized for DSpace

Adds AJAX widgets

Simple to embed in UIs: JspUI, Manakin

Can also run standalone



DATA FLOWS

Pull: OAI-PMH harvest

Push: 1.5 Event consumer 

Direct: ‘RDFized’ from rich sources

Native: RDF content (e.g. history)

Federate: DSpace & non-DSpace

Split: collection-specific UIs



DEMOS

MIT Libraries mixed metadata

Rotch Visual Collections - VRA core

MIT DSpace - Dublin core



Availability

Now ! 

Even more possibilities with 1.5

Good time to evaluate and adopt since 

requirements fed into research program



USE

For OAI-based in 1.4.2, follow instructions at 

http://simile.mit.edu/wiki/Dwell

Extensive set of RDFizing tools for metadata

Longwell/Dwell comes bundled with an app 

server (Jetty), so you can try it out with a single 

command line

Deploys as a regular servlet, so use Tomcat, etc



GRAZIE!

http://simile.mit.edu

Thanks to Andrew W Mellon Foundation


